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Introduction

Dr. Yousef Mohamed Al-Horr,
Founder & Chairman,
Gulf Organisation for Research & 
Development (GORD) 

Bright Minds is an innovative Qatar-developed programme that 
introduces school students to sustainability and engineering 
concepts. It is designed to act as a pathway to a career in world-
class engineering and research.

It has been developed by GORD, the pioneer of the Middle 
East’s first integrated and performance-based green building 
assessment rating system, the Global Sustainability Assessment 
System (GSAS). 

Bright Minds is inspired by the vision of His Highness, The Emir Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani’s to create a knowledge-based economy.

To make Bright Minds a reality, GORD has collaborated with 
The Supreme Education Council and industry partners Qatar 
Petrochemical Company (QAPCO) to develop sustainability 
awareness at a grassroots level in Qatar’s schools. 

The Bright Minds programme supports GORD’s existing research 
and training initiatives which focus on reducing resources 
consumption and environmental impact on the built environment.  
We reach out to our broad base of members and the wider 
community to inform, educate and engage these critical topics 
of environmental stewardship and sustainability.

At the university level, GORD has signed memorandums of 
understanding with several universities, locally and abroad 
that creates a framework including GSAS into the university’s 
education curricula and to raise awareness about sustainable 
building practices. 

GORD is laying the foundations for students to enter careers 
in engineering. At a professional level, the GORD Academy 
has been spearheading GSAS – Certified Green Professionals® 
(GSAS-CGP) programme through a series of workshops, along 
with GORD Academy’s Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) activities - one that enables professionals to earn credits 
for GSAS credentials maintenance; ensuring that Qatar’s future is 
protected by skilled hands committed to sustainability.

Bright Minds will usher in an era where more and more high-
school students in the scientific streams aspire to be engineers 
dedicated to sustainability goals and take an initiative to introduce 
green values and regulatory standards right at start of their 
design and engineering careers, continuing to be sustainability 
champions throughout their lives.
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We are the regional authority on sustainability 
initiatives, with state-of-the-art scientific research 
facilities located at the Qatar Science and 
Technology Park (QSTP). Established in 2009; 
we are a not-for-profit subsidiary of QATARI 
DIAR R.E.I. CO.

“GORD is a member of the United Nations 
Environment Programme - Sustainable Buildings 
and Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI)”

About GORD 
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GORD is closely involved in the education sector, making  
headway in sustainability initiatives with its unique 
typology dedicated to the education sector within the 
performance-based sustainability rating system , GSAS,  
that assesses and rates the design of new schools. The 
criteria and measurements focus on providing healthy 
and sustainable facilities for students, teachers and staff 
and range from the acoustic conditions of the site to the 
use of daylight in classrooms.

Getting closer to schools
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The Bright Minds programme will envelop handpicked 
high-school students in an environment where they can 
experience first-hand GORD’s many innovations, most 
notably the hybrid-car concept, launched recently at 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP18). 

The programme is launched in association with leading 
semi-government and public sector organizations in 
Qatar, GORD hopes to inspire and equip these ambitious 
young researchers with the right skills and help them 
in converting their ideas into process-driven working 
models.

To introduce the Bright Minds programme to local 
schools, GORD has forged a unique public-private 
sector partnership with the Supreme Education Council, 
and innovation partner Qatar Petrochemical Company 
(QAPCO) 

Ambitious 
young 

researchers 
with the 

right skills 

What is Bright Minds?
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How does Bright
Minds benefit you?

The Bright Minds programme equips high-
school students with the latest in engineering 
and design aspects in a world-class scientific 
research environment. As part of the programme, 
supervisory teams will help the candidates build 
on their innovative ideas supplementing them with 
the resources and creative autonomy. Through the 
Bright Minds programme we are one step comes 
closer to fulfilling our vision that aligns with the 
human development pillar of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030, one that foresees a world-class 
educational system that provides students with 
first-class education, matched by training and 
opportunities that cater to increasingly complex 
technical requirements and encourage analytical 
and critical thinking, creativity and innovation. 
On an organizational level, GORD encourages 
researchers to take a collaborative approach, to 
take risks, rewarding them for their creativity.
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As part of Bright Minds, 
training and development 
programmes will provide the 
students with the necessary 
theoretical principles and 
practical skills to build their 
capacity in a variety of 
contexts related to different 
engineering disciplines.

Qualification Certificate:
 Level (I) Innovation Certificate
 Students awarded such a certificate will be 
 qualified for next advanced courses

Recognition Certificate
 Community Activity Services (CAS)  
 certificate will be provided for participants 

Targeted Segment 
 Qatar’s students from secondary stage
 aged 16-17 years old will be selected

Course Duration & Place
 Total of 150 hours, 3 hours/week/year 
 at Qatar Science and Technology Park (QSTP).

Programme Highlights include;How does 
Bright Minds 
work?
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• Electrical and electronic principles.

• Digital and analogue devices and circuits.

• Electrical and electronic application circuits.

• Basic mechanical systems

• Basic chemical and physical principles

• Basics of renewable energy and its forms

• Recognize the types of electrical and electronic 
 components 

• Identify and use properly measuring equipments

• Test and troubleshooting electrical and electronic 
 components 

• Build and connect different electronic circuits

• Solder and assemble components on printed circuit 
 boards

• Physically convert ideas and thoughts into innovative 
 projects based on scientific bases

Course Outlines Course Outcomes
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• (8) handpicked individuals from the science stream of top Qatari 
schools will be mentored  by the GORD Academy

• Programme will be introduced in two phases, a targeted training 
campaign followed by an outreach instilling entrepreneurship.

• In its inaugural year, the programme will initially seek male participants 
from the grades 10-11. 

• Aspiring candidates are encouraged to submit an executive summary 
or Letter of Intent (LoI) for their preferred research project to their 
school representatives. 

• A consent letter from the parent or guardian is necessary to process 
any application.

• This pitch can be in any creative format including presentations, videos, 
and podcasts. GORD will launch also an entrepreneurship initiative 
that will push for the creation of original inventions. The programme 
will begin with a nationwide school-outreach series where students 
can submit ideas, concepts, or business plans that will directly impact 
their communities.

• A series of rewards, including travel to regional or international 
inventors conference as well as visits to top tier global research 
facilities is also on the cards.

How do I get involved?
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Thank You   For further information on GORD, please visit www.gord.qa


